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Policy Institute Compiles Comprehensive Data on Maine Public
Education
ORONO, Maine -- For the first time, Maine legislators and other educational
policymakers have a research-based description ofK-12 public education in the state.
Two separate documents prepared and released by the Maine Education Policy Research
Institute profile and detail the various school and community indicators that are useful in
examining and measuring the effectiveness of a school system.
The Policy Institute, established by the Legislature in partnership with the University of
Maine and the University of Southern Maine, provides an unbiased source of research
and assessment, projections and trends to determine, evaluate and track educational
needs, services and impact.
The documents, "The Condition ofK-12 Public Education in Maine 1996" and the
"Legislative District Education Report," provide educational policymakers with the first
comprehensive picture of public education in Maine, according to Policy Institute Co-dir
ectors David L. Silvernail of USM and Walter G. McIntire ofUMaine.
The K-12 Conditions document contains three categories of indicators: Context,
describing community and societal characteristics that can affect student learning, such
as community wealth, tax burdens, and school enrollment; Resource, descri bing how
indicators such as staff, facilities, course offerings and student services are used in
providing education; and Results, providing information to assess the productivity of
education in Maine through indicators such as student achievement , graduate and
dropout rates, and attitudes and aspirations.
The Legislative Report provides an overview of every public school system in each
Maine legislator's district. The detailed reports include community financial,
demographic and student achievement data, ranging from tax assessment and distribution
for ed ucation, per pupil costs and tax burden rankings to dropout rate, percent of free or
reduced lunches, and length of school day.
The conditions document gives policymakers a snapshot of the current state of education
and changes since 1990. It will be updated annually to provide a yearly progress report
on Maine public schools and education, according to Silvernail.
Currently, according to the document, Maine's 1.2 million population includes 218,000
students enrolled in the state's 719 public schools and 287 school administrative units,
supported by total education expenditures (1994-95 school year) of$ 1. 1 billion , with an
average per pupil expenditure of $6,036.
https://web.archive.org/web/1997052013114 7/http://www.ume.maine.edu/-cofed/news/newsdocs.html
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"The Condition ofK-12 Public Education in Maine" is available from Silvernail at 118
Bailey Hall, University of Southern Maine, Gorham, Maine 04038; telephone (207) 7805297. A $7 fee is charged to cover the cost of production and mailing.
More information about the Legislative Report is available from McIntire at UMaine's
College of Education, (207) 581-2426.
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